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The Only Constant In Life Is 
Change 
   By Jennifer Mallory, President, 
Board of Director, Habitat of 
Rockland County  
 
Certainly, the changes that arrive with spring 
provide evidence of that observation. Snow 
melts. Birds sing. Days lengthen. 

This spring ushers in an additional change at 
Habitat for Humanity of Rockland County. Our 
beloved Executive Director, Keith Albert, is 
retiring. He and his wife Joanne are moving to 
the Midwest for their next adventure. 

Keith assumed the position of Executive 
Director in October 2015 after a brief time as a 
board member. During his tenure, Habitat for 
Humanity of Rockland raised funds and 
secured properties for three homes, and 
completed two of them. The third home is 
scheduled for delivery at the end of 2021.  

In addition, HFHR provided services for many 
other families through the Brush with 
Kindness program, building access ramps and 
relocating doors and bath fixtures to make 
homes wheelchair accessible, among other 
home improvement projects. 

The last of his five years as Executive Director 
proved to be unprecedented. Who could have 
predicted a pandemic would shut down not 
only building operations but also fundraising? 
To say 2020 was challenging for not-for-profit 
organizations is an understatement, yet under 
Keith’s careful guidance, work continued 
slowly yet steadily on our latest project in  

 

HABITAT’S NEWEST 
PARTNER FAMILY…THE 
AGUILLARDs!  
   By Donna Cain, Deputy Director 
 
“I’ve really enjoyed working on our future 
home.  I have learned a lot in the past few 
months and learned so much from the many 
volunteers that have stopped by.  I can’t 
thank you all enough for everything that you 
all do.” Latoya Aguillaird  
 
A single mom, Latoya and her two young 
teenage sons where living in a substandard 
housing situation.  Their apartment was 
cramped for the three of them and the 
apartment complex’s surrounding area was 
unsafe due to drug use and shootings.  
When the boys were home they weren’t 
permitted outside.  Latoya recalled, “I 
prayed day in and day out. Then I read an 
article about the Diaz family and how they 
were moving into their new Habitat home 
and I immediately went searching and 
looking for how I could apply for a Habitat 
home.”  Soon thereafter, Latoya sent in her 
application. 
 
At the time, however, Latoya’s financial 
health wasn’t in the best shape.  Her credit 
score didn’t meet the minimum 
requirement to be approved for a mortgage 
loan due to delinquent payments and high 
credit card debt.  Determined to make a 
better life for her family, Latoya took 
advantage of Habitat’s financial  

Hillburn. His perseverance has kept the 
project on schedule for completion this 
year.  

Keith’s impact will be evident for years to 
come through the new board members and 
volunteers he recruited (including me). He 
leaves a talented team to continue Habitat 
for Humanity’s work in Rockland County. 
He has agreed to sit on our advisory board 
through the magic of Zoom to help 
acclimate our new Executive Director, 
Scott Vanderhoef. 

I know I speak for the entire board when I 
say that we will miss Keith’s guidance. 
That said, we are thrilled to see him 
cheerfully embark on his next chapter. 
Please join me in wishing Keith much luck, 
and offer heartfelt thanks for all he’s done 
to promote safe, affordable housing in 
Rockland County. 

HFHR’s CURRENT PROJECT - - VILLAGE OF HILLBURN HOME RENOVATION 
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literacy education program and over the 
course of a year she had successfully 
improved her credit score, paid off all credit  
card debt and even began building up a 
rainy day savings account.  Having a strong 
financial foundation now, Latoya and her 
boys were ready to apply again to Habitat’s 
Homeownership Program.   
 
During the summer of 2020, Latoya 
reached out to Habitat to update us on her 
situation and to let us know that there was 
another drug related shooting at her 
apartment complex.  On that call I recall her 
saying, “Please don’t forget about us.”  In 
late fall, I called Latoya to see if she could 
meet me on the coming Saturday at our 
Hillburn build site to sign some paper work 
and keep her application current. Latoya 
agreed and said she would stop by with her 
boys before church that morning.  When 
Latoya and her boys arrived at the build 
site, Habitat surprised her with the news 
that her family was selected to be paired 
with the Hillburn Village home.  She later 
told us, “The day we found out this lovely 
property was going to be ours I was in total 
shock.  My prayers were being answered 
and it so happened to be the same day the 
boys and I were getting baptized!  Double 
the blessings.”  
 
Latoya’s hard work improving her financial 
health, her strong faith and amazing 
patience finally paid off.  And, Habitat got to 
show Latoya that we never forgot about 
them!    

Employment Opportunities: 

If you are interested in working with 
Habitat of Rockland we have the 
following part-time positions open: 
 
-Database Administrator 
 
Please contact Scott Vanderhoef, 
Executive Director at 845-354-5635 

Great Local Organization to 
Support, Even if You Have a Fear 
of Heights 
   By Bonnie Kaplan, Media Volunteer 
 

 
 
It’s Monday November 11, 2019 and I’m sitting 
across from Keith Albert, Executive Director of 
Rockland’s Habitat for Humanity at his 
conference table for the first time. He takes his 
time to give me the lay of the HFHR land: his role 
in the organization, what’s happened in the past 
and his hopes for the future and then he turns to 
me, intrigued to hear what I might bring to 
Habitat.  
 
I share my story: A proud retired high school 
English/drama teacher with 30 years in the 
classroom and directing theater on high school 
stages, beginning in my hometown of Ellenville, 
NY and ending at Pearl River High School here in 
Rockland.   Even though I began my career 
before cell phones and computers I was always 
looking for new ways to challenge and excite my 
students and enhance their learning.  

In my last years at Pearl River I began working as 
Co- Director of the Hudson Valley Writing Project 
housed at SUNY New Paltz, an organization  for 
teacher professional  in the area of writing and 
literacy.  At a  national conference in Baltimore in 
2003, I was introduced to  digital storytelling and 
with just one viewing of a 3 minute video my life 
changed as  I found my way into the digital world 
as a pioneer, and brought this new medium back 
to my writing project site and to my students. 

Over the years I have found many ways to use 
digital media to share the stories of the people I 
encounter: teachers in their classrooms, asylum 
seekers at the Texas/Mexican border, even 
people living in the northern hill tribes of 
Thailand. But even before the pandemic I 
was looking for a cause closer to home, in my 
own community.  I wondered if Habitat might be 
just the perfect fit for me.  

Just two days after that first meeting with 
Keith I was on job and it wasn’t a hammer 
that I brought with me to the ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the Boucicaut family in 
Haverstraw but  rather: my camera, my 
tripod,   and my  microphone.  In fact, I 
have yet to pick up a hammer and nail 
anything on a build but just take a look at 
our Facebook page and my contributions 
are everywhere. There are so many stories 
to capture and showcase.  

As much as I’d love to learn how to how to 
build a house in my head, in reality, I have a 
fear of heights. Even climbing a 6 
step ladder brings on the sweats and the 
sound of an electric saw is like chalk on a 
chalkboard.  But I have no doubt that once 
the walls are ready for paint and the 
grounds are ready to plants flower, I’ll be 
right there- camera and paint brush and 
weed whacker.    

Now when my nephew asks me what I’m 
doing for my own community I say- Habitat 
for Humanity of Rockland and he gives me 
a thumbs up and screams “ YES! “ But he 
doesn’t know just how much I’m getting 
back for this work.  The HFHR is a 
community is filled with people who are 
passionate about helping others, and warm 
and welcoming to those who join them. So 
please join us as we head into spring 
and welcome our new Executive Director, 
Scott Vanderhoef.  

Let me finish this piece with a shout out to 
Keith Albert who from our first 
conversation in his office, always showed 
me great respect and support for my ideas 
and contributions to HFHR. 

I will miss you, Keith. 

Contact DonnaCain.Habitat@gmail.com to sign-up 
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How Can You Help? 

Join a committee: 
 

Fundraising 

Family Services 

Construction 

A Brush with Kindness 

Community Outreach 

Fundraising 

CALL TO FIND OUT MORE!   

VOLUNTEER APPLICATIONS ARE 
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE! 

(845) 354-5635 

www.HabitatRockland.org 

Volunteer Opportunitie
s: 

The fundraising committee is 
responsible for raising the money that 
allows HFHR to build homes for 
families in need.  We accomplish this 
through community events, direct 
mailings, product sales, dinner/
dances, etc.. Our important work 
allows us to help the community 
while meeting new people and having 
some fun. 

 

 
Family Services   

The Family Selection Committee 
has the important responsibility of 
choosing the families HFHR 
partners with.  Members will 
review applications, perform home 
visits, interviewing and develop 
relationships with prospective 
families. 

Family Outreach members will 
maintain relationships with current 
HFH homeowners. Plan family 
events and keep in touch to make 
sure if homeowners need 
assistance HFH can be there to 
help. 

Community Outreach 
Committee   

This committee is in need of both 
board leadership and membership. 
One of the tasks HFHR faces is 
making sure Rockland County 
residents are aware of Habitats’ 
local presence. The goal of this 
committee is to spread awareness 
of our mission, activities and 
projects in the county.  

This will be accomplished through 
presence at community events, 
and by reaching out to Rockland 
organizations such as churches, 
schools, and other non-profits. 

A Brush with Kindness  
An exterior home preservation 
(includes critical care) catering 
to the needs of low income 
homeowners. Applicants are 
often single parents, elderly, 
disabled, or veterans.  
 
Members assist in projects 
like, exterior painting, 
landscaping, door/window 
repair, building wheelchair 
ramps and repairing stairs.   

Construction   

The Construction Committee leads the 
construction of Habitat for Humanity 
homes. This committee is made up of 
people skilled in the arts of carpentry, 
plumbing, electricity, and architecture.  

The members work to create a plan for a 
home that fits the specific needs of 
selected partner families. HFH volunteers 
are often unskilled in homebuilding, 
needing safety education, and a lot of 
guidance. Teaching volunteers is an 
extremely rewarding aspect of working 
with the construction committee. Paired 
with the ability to bring the dream of 
homeownership to life for a family in 
need, being a part of this committee is an 
extremely fulfilling use of any skilled 
laborer’s spare time. 


